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December 2019—Issue 4

From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas
Last month there were a couple of significant events that will reshape Lakeview in the future. The first was the
approval for the implementation of Lakeview Preschool located at Platte Center Elementary. The plan is for the
preschool to have both a morning and afternoon session with up to 30 students total throughout the day. This
decision was made after months of conversation on the best way to begin a preschool in our geographically spread
out district. Because Platte Center Elementary had the space available in the modular behind the school for the
preschool to be located, it was the best option to get this additional programming moving forward. We surveyed
Lakeview parents/patrons in September of 2018. We received overwhelming support for the opening of a preschool
facility, with 88% of parents with preschool students recommending us to move forward. While we are still figuring
out the final logistics of this new offering, we do know that the applications will be available starting on January
6th, 2020. The deadline for these applications will be on March 6th, 2020. If you are interested in attending
Lakeview Preschool at Platte Center Elementary, please be sure to get your application turned in prior to the
deadline. For more information on this, please contact Early Childhood Coordinator Jodi Behlen at 402-564-8518.
The significant second event that happened on October 15th was the passing of a bond issue for the renovations
and additions to the Lakeview Jr./Sr. High School. The passing of this bond will help Lakeview move forward with
many needed changes in that building, including improved safety, ADA compliance, air quality improvements, and
additional space for our growing student population. The district tried to be open and transparent throughout the
process to ensure the voters knew what was being proposed and why it was a need for our district. Now that it has
passed, we begin the next phases of the process, including final design, surveys, soil testing, and development of bid
packages. While we would like to see construction workers on-site immediately getting started, that will probably
not happen until March or April as we must get past the final design phase to begin construction. We intend to
have the building completed by the beginning of the 2021-22 school year! We appreciate your flexibility and
understanding over the next 20 months as we know there will be several last-minute changes, inconveniences, and
issues to work through as the building takes an entirely new form. What I can promise is that the short-term
inconveniences this project brings on will be worth it as Lakeview Jr./Sr. High School’s learning environment will
dramatically improve when it is all completed!
I am so excited about the future of Lakeview Community Schools! These changes for our district will only continue
to improve the excellent education provided to the students. Go Vikings!
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Congratulations to
Cole Langmack for
being selected as an
October, VikingWay Student of the
Month! Cole is organized and responsible,
he is a dedicated student who participates
and leads in the classroom. Great job Cole!

Congratulations to
Ethan Dush for being
selected as an
October, Viking Way Student of the
Month! Ethan has a
positive attitude, who is
always willing to help
others, he is responsible
and works hard in
school. Awesome job
Ethan!

Snowball Dance 2020 hosted by the Senior Class on Sat, Jan 4th, 2020
-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor
All 9-12 Lakeview students are invited to attend the Snowball Winter Formal! The dance will be held Sat, Jan 4th, 2020
from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm in the LHS West Gym. Admission will be $5 per person paid at the door that evening. All
Lakeview patrons are invited to attend the crowning of our Snow Ball royalty at 7:30 pm that evening in the West gym.
As the senior class is hosting the event, all members of the Class of 2020 are reminded that we will clean up immediately
after the dance that evening—cleanup will be done by 10:30 pm. In addition, we thank our senior officer parents for
serving as chaperones that evening for the dance. Mark your calendars to ring in the New Year at the Snowball Winter
Formal on January 4, 2020!

SENIOR PICTURES DUE January 31

Please submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. Specifications for submission are
below. If we do not receive a picture for your senior student by January 31, we will use the headshot taken for
school pictures. These pictures will be used for the yearbook, for the senior slide show, and for the Columbus
Telegram.
Senior Photo Submission Requirements:
 CD or email the image to be used (kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org)
 JPG Format
 Cropped vertically
 Headshot preferred
 No special effects (soft focus, b/w, sepia, etc...)
 Submission due by January 31
*Headshots are required for the Telegram. If you wish to use a different photo for the yearbook, you may, but
the above requirements still apply. If you are sending 2 different pictures, please specify where each picture is
to be used.
**If your student does not have senior pictures or needs assistance having them taken, please contact Mrs.
Schatz, kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org.

Page 3

Lakeview Viking Bands News
The students in The Viking Marching Band
concluded their season with an Excellent
rating at State Marching Festival in Kearney
on October 26th. The band achieved their
highest scores at State and had a great time
sharing their show, “Caliente”, with the
audience one last time!

Several 7th and 8th grade students
participated in the Columbus Middle School
Honor Band on November 16th. The event
included an honor band, a percussion
ensemble, and a drumline. Congratulations to
the following students:
Jack Brabec, Kyah Curtis, Sebastian De La
Cruz, Eli Escen, Alex Gaylor, Alena Hruska, Ana
Jimenez, Elizabeth Miller, Adan Ramirez

Upcoming Band Performances
Sunday, December 8th: Senior High Bands w/ CCC Bands and Choirs @ 3:00 PM,
CCC Gym
th
th th
Monday, December 16 : 5 , 6 , and Junior High Bands @ 7:00 PM, East Gym
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4th Grade at Shell Creek
Fourth graders have been busy learning about Nebraska rivers and
land regions in social studies class. The students worked hard with
their group to create these rivers and land regions on the wall
with painters tape. They are also learning about Native Americans
that roamed the plains.
In Science, we have been focusing on Alternative Energy sources.
We have learned about the positives and negatives of each choice,
as well as how they impact the environment. We had the chance
to do a Mystery Science lesson where we made an Energy Plan
for the made up town of Boulderville. The students came up with
great plans and had a lot of great discussions!

Mr. Bentz’s 6th Grade Classroom
The 6th grade class has been busy this first semester balancing a packed classroom of 26 students! We keep it interesting
by rotating the seating chart every two weeks to allow for lots of regular classroom interaction. In math, we’ve been learning
how to multiply and divide fractions and are currently learning how to multiply and divide decimals. In science, we are learning
about renewable and nonrenewable resources and the advantages and disadvantages of both. Students have been adjusting and
learning how our new reading series works as well. We have our tower garden up and running this year again and have been
able to provide lettuce for the salad bar at lunch on several occasions.
The 2nd semester will be a busy one for us, as we will have our yearly field trip to Morrill Hall and Memorial Stadium in
Lincoln. We will also be raising trout again this year, which the students are excited about. The trout eggs will arrive sometime
in early January and we will raise them through April. The students will get to do water tests on a regular basis and feed the
trout daily once they are big enough to feed. You can follow the growth of the trout on my twitter page (@BentzDon).

Halloween Party in First Grade
By, Mrs. Zywiec

Thank you to all the parents who helped out during our
Halloween parties. The kids had a great time as you can see!
We had quite the mix of scary and cute costumes and heard a lot of giggles. We appreciate all you do for us!

Page 10

Circle of Friends
Are you familiar with Circle of Friends? Circle of Friends (COF) provides the opportunity
for students with autism to build genuine friendships with peers who do not have autism.
Nationwide, COF establishes a social inclusion program on school campuses that increases the
understanding, acceptance and appreciation of differences while decreasing bullying and
creating a safer school environment.
Circle of Friends is a form of Peer Mediated Intervention. Through a Circle of Friends
program, typically developing peers are taught important information about classmates with
social challenges, and are encouraged to befriend them. These peer mentors are provided
education and awareness, strategies for connecting and supporting others who may be
different, and given opportunities to socially interact on a regular basis.
Research indicates COF programs can increase the quality of social interactions for children
with autism, prevent bullying, develop empathy and caring in peers, decrease office behavioral
referrals and increase academic classroom participation.
Circle of Friends started in our district at Shell Creek 6 years ago when Carol Downs
(Resource Teacher) and Nancy Briggs (Speech-Language Pathologist) applied for a grant, were
accepted and attended training. Since that time, Lakeview Jr./Sr. High and Platte Center have
also started groups. Some of the peer mentors and target students from the original group 6
years ago are still involved in COF today. Circle of Friends has been a great asset to Lakeview
Community Schools!

On Friday, November 1 the Fifth Grade
students went to the Aurora Edgerton
Science Museum. Students were able to
have access to many hands on experiments to learn more about different
science materials. Students also attended
three different sessions where they
learned more about motion, sound
waves, and chemical reactions. This
allowed students to build on ideas that
we have been learning about in the classroom or will be learning about in the
future. Thank you to the parents that
were able to attend with
us! It was a great day!
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Positively Popcorn
2nd Grade
Aliesha Meusch from the UNL Extension Office came to help the students explore and
describe the physical properties of matter and how it changes through… POPCORN! She read
a book to the students, let them watch it pop (and of course eat it!), watched a video of popcorn popping in slow motion, and drew the life cycle of popcorn. The students learned how the
three stages of matter: solids, liquids, and gases are all present when we pop popcorn! Fun
fact: Nebraska is the #1 producer of popcorn in the United States.

A great morning routine is an important way to start the day for our
kindergarten classes here at Shell Creek! One of our favorite
organized activities is tub time. Tub time gets the students excited
about the day offering the students an opportunity to explore and
build their fine motor skills. We create individualized tubs for
students to explore literacy and math activities with a variety of
manipulatives. We rotate out our tubs every month to keep our
students engaged and interested.
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SHELL CREEK STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN KIDS HEART
CHALLENGE!!!!!
On November 5th and 7th, 2019 Shell Creek Elementary students, grades 1st-6th
grades participated in the annual Kids Heart Challenge, also known as Jump Rope for
Heart. This program is sponsored by the American Heart Association in schools
throughout the nation. Each year the American Heart Association asks each school
nationwide to participate in this program to help fight heart disease and stroke. The
students at Shell Creek Elementary have shown a great interest in this program and
worked hard to raise funds to help in the fight against heart disease and stroke. This year
Shell Creek Elementary had 290 students participate, with 68 of those students turning in
money donations for the American Heart Association. This year Shell Creek Elementary
raised $3963.00 to help fund research and programs in and around our community
fighting heart disease and stroke. This year as the Kids Heart Challenge coordinator I
challenged the students to work as hard as they could to earn funds.
I would also like to recognize this year’s top money raisers at Shell Creek
Elementary. Normally it is a pretty close race when it comes to determining the top
money raiser and this year was close again. Addison Behlen, a 3rd grader turned in the
most money with $300.00. Addison will receive a recognition certificate from the
American Heart Association for her hard work and efforts to promote healthy lifestyles.
Congratulations Addison!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
As this year’s Kids Heart Challenge coordinator, I would like to thank all of the
students for their hard work and efforts. It’s a total school effort and these students
showed a lot of excitement and enthusiasm about participating in this year’s Jump Rope
for Heart. I would also like to thank all the teachers and parents for all your help in
getting the money back to me so quickly. By doing this I was able to get the money sent
off to the American Heart Association as soon as possible and the students prizes can be
sent to reward their efforts. The prizes came in and have been given to the students who
earned them. I look forward to next year’s Kids Heart Challenge and teaching the
students to be physically fit and healthy for a lifetime.
Sincerely,
Chris Thoms
Health and Physical Education Teacher
Shell Creek Elementary

Page 14

Tesema Perkins won the Fas Break Auto Glass
award for the 1st Quarter. Mr. Witt presented
the award and medal to Tesema at the monthly

Platte Center Elementary students wore red for Drug Awareness Week.
Say “NO” to Drugs!!
Congratulations to Natalie Hernandez, our
Viking Way winner! Natalie exhibits the characteristics of academics,
character and mindset
on a daily basis. Natalie
received a certificate
and a locker magnet.
Great Job, Natalie!

Happy October Birthdays! Jayden, Cesar, Isaiah, Juan, Shelby, Sierra and Nathan!

A Salute to Our Veterans On Monday, November 1 1 , Platte Center Elementary was honored to
have area veterans attend the Veterans Day Program. The front bulletin board was decorated with
banners for each veteran along with “thank you” posters. Mrs. Howles led the music with both vocal and
band. The Student Council led Pledge of Allegiance. Cody Jarosz, who served 6 years in the National
Guard, gave a thoughtful and interesting speech. We thank all veterans for their service to our great
country!
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“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34. During the month of November, the families
of Christ Lutheran School gave thanks for many of God’s gifts.
Students praised God through song twice during the month of November. The preschoolers sang and then enjoyed donuts with
crafts after church on Nov. 10th. At the end of the month the K-8 students shared their musical talents during worship. Also
during this month, the students began practicing for their Christmas program which will occur on Christmas Eve.

The upper grade classroom traveled out into the community in November. First, they visited the Clayton Ancient History
Museum located at York College. This visit coordinated well with their studies in history and theology classes. Later in the
month, the upper grade class assisted with chapel at Brookstone. They enjoyed meeting and interacting with the residents.

Christ Lutheran School invites the community to join us for Advent worship and Christmas Eve program during the month of
December. Meet us in the church basement at 7pm for Advent worship on Dec. 4 th, 11th, and 18th. Finally, join us for the Christ
Lutheran School Christmas Eve program on Tuesday, Dec. 24th at 6pm.
Christ Lutheran School welcomes new families to join our community. We offer Christ-centered education for Preschool-8th
grades with qualified teachers and low student-to-teacher ratios. If you are interested in more information or to schedule a
tour, please contact Jennifer Weber at 402-564-3531 or jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org .

We hosted a Thanksgiving Feast on Sunday, November 4th with our Prayer Partners. We had a delicious
meal, got to visit with them, and played a few games as well. St. John’s School is very thankful for our
church members that have signed up to be a child’s prayer partner!
On Monday, November 11th, we celebrated Veteran’s Day. We had 32 Veterans and spouses/guests that
were able to attend this year. We had a wonderful time asking our Veterans where they served and when.
There was one Veteran that recently retired and brought pictures! We had a brunch with egg casserole and
cinnamon rolls. All the students performed with a song, skit or poems. We had such a nice time getting to
know them better and hearing their stories. We are glad to serve and honor our Veterans!
As we gather with our families this Thanksgiving, we are grateful for
so many things. We hope you have much to be grateful for as well.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving everyone!
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Lakeview Community Schools
presents
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Grade
Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 10, 2019
Lakeview Jr./Sr. High School East Gym
7:00 p.m.
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Remember the Booster Club when Christmas shopping for all your
Lakeview Vikings Gear. Call Crystal Klug at 402-910-1289 to set up
a time to shop for your Lakeview gear!
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