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January 2020—Issue 5

From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas
School Cancellation Information – December 2019
In the event of a school closing, Lakeview Community Schools will communicate in numerous ways. Information can be found:



Watching WOWT, KMTV, KETV,KOLN/KGIN or listening to local radio including KLIR



On my twitter account - @aaronplasLCS



Through our messaging system which you are automatically signed up through on PowerSchool



This will send you text messages, emails, and call your phone.



Please ensure you have your current phone number(s) on file at the school to guarantee you receive all communication.

Making decisions regarding snow days is never fun or easy. If you don’t believe me, spend some time watching all of the names superintendents
get called on social media during a storm. These tough decisions will inevitably make some mad because they think we should be called off while
others can’t believe how ‘soft’ schools have become with their decisions. I can promise we will do the best we can with the information and
resources we have at the time. Please remember, you can keep your child(ren) home on days that we have school but you think we shouldn’t.
We have one of the most unique set-ups of any school district in the state of Nebraska. First, our district covers an incredible amount of land. We
can have one section of the district completely covered in snow while the other only gets a dusting. This creates tough scenarios as we try to do
what is best for our students. This HAS OFTEN resulted in Lakeview not having school while Columbus Public and Columbus Scotus are in session.
In addition, Mid-States School Bus Inc. has the ability to plug in their buses at night which keeps them from freezing during those cold winter
nights and early morning. With that said, we will not often call school due to ‘cold days’ like many districts are forced into because their buses
won’t start. Again, if you think we shouldn’t have school on a ‘cold day’ where other districts have shut down, please feel free to keep your
child(ren) at home.
If we have a tough winter with several cancellations, we may be forced to make up some student days on May 22 nd, May 26th, May 27th, and so on.
We are hoping to end school as scheduled but we are restricted by state mandates on the number of instructional hours we provide to our
students. Any changes to the school calendar will be communicated early and often!
We take the safety of our students and staff very seriously. We will make what we feel is the best decision for the school district as a whole during
these difficult scenarios. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns.
Go Vikings,

Aaron Plas
Dr. Aaron Plas

Superintendent of Schools
aplas@lakeview.esu7.org
402-564-8518
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Congratulations to Micah
Rosas for being selected
as the November
Viking Way Junior
High Student of the
Month! Micah showed
great character and responsibility when returning lost $. Micah did the
right thing! Great job
Micah!

Congratulations to Lucien
Engel for being selected as
the November Viking Way
Student of the
Month! Lucien has been a
great example for some of
the JH students he has been
helping. He is very helpful,
shows a positive attitude,
and is very patient.
Awesome job Lucien!

Snowball Dance 2020 hosted by the Senior Class on Sat, Jan 4th, 2020
-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor
All 9-12 Lakeview students are invited to attend the Snowball Winter Formal! The dance will be held Sat, Jan 4th, 2020
from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm in the LHS West Gym. Admission will be $5 per person paid at the door that evening. All
Lakeview patrons are invited to attend the crowning of our Snow Ball royalty at 7:30 pm that evening in the West gym.
As the senior class is hosting the event, all members of the Class of 2020 are reminded that we will clean up immediately
after the dance that evening—cleanup will be done by 10:30 pm. In addition, we thank our senior officer parents for
serving as chaperones that evening for the dance. Mark your calendars to ring in the New Year at the Snowball Winter
Formal on January 4, 2020!

SENIOR PICTURES DUE January 31

Please submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. Specifications for submission are
below. If we do not receive a picture for your senior student by January 31, we will use the headshot taken for
school pictures. These pictures will be used for the yearbook, for the senior slide show, and for the Columbus
Telegram.
Senior Photo Submission Requirements:
 CD or email the image to be used (kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org)
 JPG Format
 Cropped vertically
 Headshot preferred
 No special effects (soft focus, b/w, sepia, etc...)
 Submission due by January 31
*Headshots are required for the Telegram. If you wish to use a different photo for the yearbook, you may, but
the above requirements still apply. If you are sending 2 different pictures, please specify where each picture is
to be used.
**If your student does not have senior pictures or needs assistance having them taken, we have a
photographer who has volunteered her services to make sure no senior goes without pictures. This is
a wonderful opportunity for every senior student to get pictures if they need help doing so. If you
would like to be a part of this opportunity, please contact Mrs. Schatz, kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org by
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Shell Creek Student Council News
The Shell Creek Student Council members used the profit they made from
selling snacks after school to buy
Christmas gifts for a family in
need. Thank you to all who supported
this cause by purchasing snacks after
school!
Shell Creek Elementary Physical Education and Health News!!!!!
The K-6 students at Shell Creek Elementary have been busy working with their basketball skills during our basketball unit. K-3
students worked on dribbling and shooting skills while 4-6 students worked on dribbling, shooting, and lay-ups skills along with
general rules of the game of basketball. All students skills improved greatly throughout the unit with lots of practice and skills
activities . Grades 4-5-6 have been learning lots of things in health classes. Fourth grade students have been learning about family relationships and how they require commitment and responsibility by everyone in the family. We also talked briefly about
separation, divorce, in families as well as adoption and foster children in some families. Fifth grade students have been learning
about body systems and how they work. We have learned about the Skeletal system, Muscular system, Circulatory system, Respiratory system, Digestive system, and our skin. We have discussed how to take care of those individual systems in order to
keep them healthy and safe. Sixth grade students have been learning about abstinence and why that is so important at this
point in their lives and to their health. We have also been learning about HIV/AIDS by watching the video “The Announcement” which is a 30 for 30 program by ESPN about Magic Johnson, former NBA player and how having the HIV virus affected
his life during his career at a time when not a lot what known about HIV and its effects on people.
Chris Thoms
Shell Creek Elementary
Health and Physical Education Teacher

In Fourth Grade, the week before Christmas
break also happens to be college week! Our goal
is to start thinking about college and learn what
life is like in college. Both classes wrote letters to
different in-state colleges, and they send us a
variety of goodies that represent their schools.
The most exciting part of college week was our
visit to Central Community College. During this
visit, we took two courses that taught us about
career clusters and setting goals. We also had
the opportunity to tour the campus and talk to
some current college students. Finally, we visited
with many local businesses about job
opportunities in Columbus.
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Santa and his elves
at the K-3 Christmas
Concert that was
held at Lakeview
High School in
December.

The Viking Award goes to
Remington Sutton, a first
grade student at Platte
Center! Remi is a kind, hard
-working student who
strives to do his best.
Congratulations, Remi!

5 Grade students mixed, kneaded and baked bread
as part of their Language Arts story. The results
were delicious and shared with their family.
th

Students worked hard on their parent Christmas gift
project this year. Shown is Letty and Mia Purinton
and Rayn Johannes, diligently finishing their gifts!
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Aproximately 40 K and 1st Graders and 60 parents and grandparents filled the
gym for lunch and gingerbread house making! Everyone had a great time
creating one-of-a-kind masterpieces.

All school students enjoyed making baked goods for our Bake Sale on December 8th. All the proceeds went
to Rev. Carl Hanson, our missionary family in Hong Kong.

We are excited to participate in Christmas Eve Worship Service on December 24th at 6:30 pm. Our theme is
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”.
We continue working with our Accelerated Reader program. Children that make their goal by the end of the
quarter will be making gingerbread houses. This will be so much fun!
We are thankful for our High School Youth Group who will travel to Minnesota between Christmas and New
Years to deliver donations of hats, coats, and mittens to the children on the Indian Reservations. They will
bring the children gifts of warm clothing.
We look forward to the year 2020 and all the blessings that are in store for all of us!
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The second quarter ended in a flurry of activity. During the second quarter, our students
collected items and donations for our CLS Operation Care Package – a special Military Project. In early November, eight boxes were put together and send off to military members
who are deployed. We already received a thank you from one of the recipients. At the
end of the second quarter, the remaining cash donations received will be sent to Operation Barnabas, which is the LCMS’ network of care to our nation’s military members, families and veterans.
At the beginning of December, Mrs. Cassandra Splittgerber and Miss Alison Rudolph led a PTL information night about
literacy and early childhood. The families in attendance heard about reading aloud to their children and other important literacy
practices to do at home. and then participated in several activities to reinforce the concepts discussed.

During the first semester, the Kindergarten-Grade 1 classroom hosted several special guests to read to our youngest
students. Some of the guests have included Pastor Witt, Crystal Klug, and Mrs. Dixon. Students enjoyed hearing the stories from
the special storytellers.
The Grades 2-4 classroom had a busy end of the second quarter. They learned about how to be home alone through the
4-H Extension Project called On Your Own and Ok. They have learned how to answer the door and phone.
In addition, the 2-4 graders worked hard on power-point presentations about various Native American tribes and their
cultures. Students invited their parents to view the presentations as they shared their finding with the class. This project was
challenging for many of the students as it was the first time they created a power-point.
The 3-4 Graders focused on plants in science class. They investigated the inside of a lima bean where they could see the
little plant. They sprouted lima beans as well. Finally, they planted grass seed in different kinds of soil to see in what conditions
plants grow best.
The whole school practiced for many hours on a Christmas musical “The Case of the Reluctant Innkeeper”. The production was presented at our Children’s Christmas Eve program on Tuesday evening, December 24 beginning at 7:00 PM. Cassandra
Splittgerber, our music director, led the group during this memorable program.
Happy New Year! January is a time for new beginnings and fresh starts. It is the beginning of the new quarter and new
semester. Christ Lutheran School is excited about the new opportunities coming in 2020. Starting in January, our school is offering Monday through Friday morning Preschool. We are excited to provide this option for parents who are looking for more Preschool days. If you are interested in this option, please call 402-564-3531.
Lutheran schools across the country will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week at the end of January. Our theme for
this year is “Real. Present. God.” This annual event offers our congregation and school the opportunity to rejoice together in the
partnership we have in sharing God’s grace and mercy, as we provide another year of spiritual training and educational preparation to the next generation of faithful Christian servants. The upper grade students will be planning the activities for the week
including special dress-up days.
Christ Lutheran School welcomes new families to join our community. We offer Christ-centered education for Preschool
-8th grades with qualified teachers and low student-to-teacher ratios. If you are interested in more information or to schedule a
tour, please contact Jennifer Weber at 402-564-3531 or jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org .
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This month’s taste testing was fruit smoothies. Fruits are full of healthy
nutrients, such as Vitamin C, Fiber, Potassium and Folate. These nutrients
are needed to help fight off cold symptoms and reduce the risk of chronic
diseases. The USDA recommends adults consume at least 2 cups of fruit a
day.
Fun Fruit Fact: Fiber is one of the nutrients that you can find when eating
whole fruits and is not typically found in fruit juices. The reason why fiber
is found in whole fruits instead of fruit juices is because fiber is located in
the pulp of the fruit. When juice is made commercially or with a home
juicer, the pulp is typically removed.

Employment Opportunities
Custodian Position:
The Lakeview Custodial Team has Full Time, Part Time and Seasonal positions open.
Please call Rick Thomas if interested or stop in the office for an application.
Rick Thomas
3744 83rd Street
Columbus, NE 68601
402-564-8518

www.lakeview.esu7.org

Page 10

Page 11

Remember the Booster Club when shopping for all your Lakeview
Vikings Gear. Call Crystal Klug at 402-910-1289 to set up a time to
shop for your Lakeview gear!
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2020-21 Lakeview Foundation Innovative Mini-Grants
Lakeview’s Education Foundation solicits donations to provide funding for projects that teachers feel will
enhance their ability to help students learn. Money may be used to expand or extend an existing program/project or
create a new program /project. Grant selection is based on, but not limited to, an innovative approach that reflects best
instructional practices, and funding something otherwise not possible within the district budget.
Applications are reviewed by building principals and then submitted to the superintendent to bring before the
foundation board for consideration.
2020-21 Mini-Grant Application Topics
Read Naturally Live—a web-based intervention efficiently applies research-based Read Naturally Strategy to
accelerate reading achievement. Visual and auditory prompts guide students through steps to develop fluency,
support comprehension, and improve vocabulary.
ECR4Kids--The Surf Portable Lap Desk—During group work, students will be able to use portable lap desks.
These lap desks can be used as alternative seating to accommodate drawing, writing and independent work.
Lap desks can be utilized for many succeeding years.
Mystery Science—A hands-on NGSS-aligned science curriculum with ready lessons for teachers. Each lesson begins
with a mystery allowing students to explore these mysteries through discussions, videos, and hands-on activities/experiments.
Kindle Fire 7’s—These units would create a classroom that is one-on-one and would allow students to access
technology several times a day, every day. Teachers would be able to differentiate instructions and assign tasks
which are ability level appropriate.
Small Engine/Technology Tool Upgrade—With the addition of a program in these areas comes the need for
specialized tools. These tools are rapidly becoming standard place in a technician’s toolbox.
E4 CNC Router Kit—This router will be utilized for both the Principles of Technology Class and the robotics
program. The router will be used to teach 2D modeling and supplement the 3D modeling in conjunction with
the 3D printer.
EVO Classroom Kit—Implementing 12 Bots into the classroom will assist students as they learn
“coding” (communicating with computers). Coding skills will also help the students improve their ability to
problem solve, become more creative, persistent, collaborative, and better communicators.
-Support the LEF by purchasing a NEW Annual Membership for $50.
-Honor your loved ones with a Memorial to the LEF in their honor.
-Consider including LEF within your estate planning.
“A investment in the Lakeview Education Foundation is an investment in our School, our Students, our Future”
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