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From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

 February 2022—Issue 6 

 

 

This year the legislative budget is in a place it hasn't been for a long time as they decide what to do 

with over $400 million in excess revenue compared to expectations. The 2022 legislative session 

kicked off in early January as they began the short 60-day session. Early in the session, the budget 

will be thoroughly examined to ensure the expenses will match the state revenues. The battle lines 

are already being drawn between spending the additional revenue on state services such as infra-

structure, broadband, prisons, and education or putting it into the state reserves. 

 

My hope is that some of that money is injected into the PK-12 education system, allowing for some 

property tax relief. While many do not think we receive state aid, we do for special education reim-

bursements and option enrollment. Like many (157 of the 244 schools in NE), we do NOT receive 

any equalization aid since our resources (property valuation) outweigh our needs according to the 

TEEOSA formula. Due to this funding mechanism, Nebraska ranks 49th in the country with regard 

to state contribution to K-12 education. Because of the lack of state money invested into education, 

Nebraska also ranks 7th in the nation for reliance on local property taxes. Here at Lakeview, since 

we are not able to receive any type of 'equalization aid' from our state, our property owners are 

forced to shoulder a large majority of the financial needs of our school district. 

 

The typical rhetoric from politicians will say that high property taxes directly result from local 

schools' overspending. But like most simple statements, there is a lot more to the story! Nebraska 

schools have averaged a 3.00% increase per year to their general fund over the last ten years 

(compared to a 3.17% increase in state government spending). Lakeview has outperformed that by 

averaging just a 1.80% spending increase per year over the last decade despite our student popula-

tion increasing over 25%. That is a 1.80% increase despite rising insurance rates, wages, electric 

costs, fuel costs, and transportation costs. 

 

You will be seeing some articles in local and state newspapers about this very topic in the next week 

or two. Please know Lakeview is not sitting back and doing nothing. We work hard through our var-

ious organizations to improve education and its funding. We want to be on the front lines trying to 

do what is best for our students, school, and patrons. 
 

  

 Dr. Aaron Plas 

 Superintendent of Schools 

 aplas@lakeview.esu7.org 
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Congratulations to Ella Divis for being selected as 

a Viking Way Student of the Month for Decem-

ber!  Ella works hard, asks questions, and is kind 

and respectful to all of her peers.  Awesome job 

Ella! Please pick up your Viking Way T-shirt in 

the office.  

 

 

 

SENIOR PICTURES DUE NOW! 
 
It’s not too late to turn in senior pictures for this year’s yearbook, but we must receive them ASAP! Please 
submit headshots to Mrs. Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. If we do not receive a picture for your senior 
student by the end of the month, we will use the headshot taken for school pictures. These pictures will be 
used for the yearbook, for the senior slide show, and for the Columbus Telegram.  

 

Autumn Gibbs Ella Divis 

SENIOR ADS FOR YOUR SPECIAL SENIOR - Get Yours NOW!  
 
Attention Parents of Seniors!! Graduating from high school is such a wonderful milestone in your child’s life. 
We would like to offer the opportunity for you to mark this occasion by ordering a senior advertisement in the 
yearbook. These “ads” will contain your child’s senior picture already submitted and a baby picture if that was 
also submitted. You can then personalize the ad by writing a note to your child. Past notes have been ones of 
encouragement and love. The limit is 150 words. You can submit these ads to kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. 
The cost is $50 per ad. Please make payment to Lakeview High School with senior ad marked in the memo. 
All ads and payment must be submitted by January 31. We have VERY limited spots available, so get your 
senior ad today! These ads will be first come, first served. Once our space is filled, we will not be able to take 
any more ads.  

Congratulations to Autumn Gibbs for being se-

lected as a Viking Way Student for Month for 

December!  Autumn is an excellent student who 

has a good work ethic, is organized, and brings a 

positive attitude!  Great job Autumn! Please 

pick up your Viking Way T-shirt in the office. 

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
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Lakeview Senior Class of 2022 hosts Snow Ball Winter Formal 

-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor 

 

On Saturday, January 8, 2022, the senior class hosted the Snow Ball Winter 
Formal at Lakeview High School.  Coronation of royalty was open to the public, 
and Homecoming Queen Paxton Lusche and King Travis Schoch served as em-
cees for the coronation.  Congratulations to the 2021-2022 Lakeview Snow Ball 
Royalty: Queen Lilly Rowe & King Zach Anderson, and their Snow Ball Court 
class attendants Macy Stock & Erick Bello-Solis, Josie Bentz & Braxton Borer, 
Taylor Greisen & Keygan Novak, and Lexi Blaser & Jakob Tenski. 

The Lakeview High School Concert Band, Pep Band, Jazz Band, and 
Drumline will be featured in the upcoming Viking Band Showcase! The 
event will take place on Saturday, February 26th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in 
the south gym and lobby. While the band performs in the gym, there will 
be cheeseburger meals served, bake sale items available, and a raffle 
and silent auction along the gym wall. If you are interested in attending, 
you can purchase a $16 meal ticket from any high school band student 
or contact Christina Leffers at (402)-910-138. All money raised from this 
event will go towards the students’ 2023 band trip and the Band Parents 
Organization for instrument and equipment purchases. We hope to see 
you there!  
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In & Around Christ Lutheran School 
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In & Around St John’s Lutheran School 

We are excited to celebrate National Lutheran School Week with fun activities 
and events that have been planned for the week of January 24th through Janu-
ary 28th.  We celebrate our Lutheran heritage along with over 1,800 schools 
from across the country.  “In All Things” is the theme for the 2022 National Lu-
theran Schools Week celebration. The associated scripture verse is Colossians 
1:15-20 which says:  “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all crea-
tion. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.“  We will end the week 
on Sunday, January 30th with a Pancake Feed in our school gym.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend.  We are thankful for our Lutheran School! 
 
Our Musical this year is entitled “Holy Moses”.  It is a “competition” called 
“Trading Places”.  The show where kids explore historic homes to learn more 
about the Bible.  They will “visit” Egypt - home of the pyramids, the pharaohs, 
and the birthplace of Moses!   The students will learn as they sing and dance 
about the life and lessons of Moses.  Our musical is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 6th at 10:00 am.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
We are also excited to kick off our Basketball season with Christ Lutheran.  We 
have 13 girls and 10 boys participating on the teams.  We have games sched-
uled with the Lutheran Schools in the area.  Our season will end with the Sew-
ard C-Club Tournament the last weekend in February. 
 
We are planning our Semi Annual Fish Fry at the Creston gym on March 4th 
and March 25th.  Please come join us for a time of food and fellowship. 
 
 “There is one body and one spirit - just as you were called to one hope…
Ephesians 4:4.  As we are “Called to be…” 
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In & Around Lakeview Community 

Senior & Junior Parents- Post Prom Information 

December 2021 

Parent Involvement is what makes Post Prom a success! If you plan on working at Post Prom, we ask 

that you serve on a committee or help with fundraisers.  We realize everyone is BUSY, but hopefully you 

can look at your schedule and find some time to volunteer. 

ATTENTION: 

Junior and Senior Parents, and ANYONE interested in helping: 

Next meeting November 30th - 7 pm 

At Lakeview High School 

Parent Donation! Get your coupon below! 

THANK YOU from the Post Prom Steering Committee: 

Tammy Osten- 402-270-8802, Hope Gibbs, Shelly Schmidt, Jaci Tessendorf 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Junior –Senior Parent Donation 

For Lakeview High School Post Prom 

April 23, 2022 

Please consider donating to Post Prom with a monetary gift of at least $25.00.  We are asking all Junior 

and Senior parents, grandparents or willing patrons to donate.  Your donation will be used to purchase 

food and gifts for Post Prom for all junior and senior students in attendance.  Pleases drop your 

contribution in the mail to: Lakeview Community Schools, Attn: Post Prom Committee, 3744 83rd Street, 

Columbus NE 68601.  For your convenience we are accepting cash, check or venmo donations. Venmo 

donations to    @Tammy-Osten 

 

I am willing to donate $________ towards the 2022 Lakeview Post Prom and help my child to have a safe 

and fun event to attend following the Jr.- Sr. Prom on April 23rd, 2022. 

 

 

Patron Name(s) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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